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Spring is here! This time of year feels like an invitation to reflect on the beauty and joys
of being a beloved creation of God. Do you feel this way?

Nathi and | are first time home buyers. We have our own yard for the first time where
we get to sit and watch God’s wonderful creation come to life. Our grass is growing, as
we expected, but so are so many things we had no idea were there! We have beautiful
red tulips that are growing in the middle of our yard and around our house. We have
four huge rhubarb plants growing at the back of our yard. We have little shrubs and
hostas that are starting to poke through the rocks. We have huge trees that are starting
to bud with signs of new life. Every day there is new in our yard and it makes me reflect
on how wonderfully made everything in this created world is. | found this poem that |
would like to share with you all.

Spirit of Spring Emergence,

your glory rises from winter’s gentle remnants.

Tender shoots of green grass reach upward through leaves still in decay.
Squirrels untuck from their nests and tip-toe across soils damp with melted snow.
As the light of day rises and begins to stretch, birdsong calls life to wake.
May all who wonder and worry before lands still slumbering

know yours is a trustworthy hope.

Even in the restless seasons of quiet persistent grief,

hovering like a winter darkness whose work it seems will never end,

you are the whispered promise,

humble and patient,

of what is carefully held and hidden in the depths

just waiting for its right time

to buzz, bustle, and blossom us to life again.

M Jade Kaiser

May we reflect on where God is showing up for us in this time of new life, spring, and
new season. May we listen to the Holy Spirit as the wind brushes against our skin. May
we see the resurrected Christ in the plants and animals that come out from a time of
death to a time of rebirth. May we know that we are beloved, and invited into the gift of
the Kingdom of God.

Peace, Pastor Rachel Perkins-Gama
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IN NEED
Y\ OF PRAYER

Pray for Alpine members:

and Pat Turmo.

Pray for our friends and family of Alpine:

Wendy Barton, Tim & DiAnne Beynon, Diane Billert, Mike Bukowski, Beverly Clayton, Kathy Cordonnier, Rolly
Greenland, Don Gugliemetti, Pam Hodges, Glen McDonald, Valerie Miller, Kathy Mund,

Sally Atkinson, Brynn Ballard, Kim Braun, Blake Dummer, Daniel Hendrickson, Sandy Jackson, Darlene Johnson, Bill
LeGault, Serenity Messenger, Danny Moorhouse, Michael Moorhouse, Peggy Moorhouse, Rev. Willard Olson, Bob
Schult, Bob Swenson, Don Tennant, Ali Younglove, and all those in the middle of various conflicts of war.

Ramijio Rivera, JR Stropes,
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All in the Family
We share our love and sympathies with the family of Don
Busecros who died May 4, 2026. A service will be held at OI-
sen Funeral Home North Main Monday. May 12, at 10 AM.

Worship Schedule :
e Sunday Worship:
8:00 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Praise Worship& Children’s
YouTube-Facebook Live
*5th Sundays, One Service at 10 AM

e Children’s Church will meet at the 10 AM worship dur-
ing the service, seasonal Grab & Go packets will continue
to be available for pick-up.

e Adult Forums will be on various Sundays. Please watch
your Summit for announcements of dates.

« Rejoicing Spirits: Every I Thursday, 6:00 PM This
service is for those with developmental disabilities, their
families, caregivers, and others.

e Tuesday Bible Breakfast: 8:00 AM Tuesdays, Stockholm
Inn Restaurant

Church/

Pastoral Needs: Pastor Rachel will be off on Mondays and in
the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. She will also be
available by appointment on Fridays. All other times, please
contact the office, 815-399-501 3.
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Praying weekly for Alpine's membership has had a very
positive effect on our church! We have had many positive and
thankful responses from those we have been praying for. The
benefits are so great that we have decided to make this an on-
going part of Alpine's church life. Some comments we've re-
ceived are "power of prayer - it works!", "just what we need-
ed", and loads of thanks! Even though we are praying for a few
families each week, please call the office whenever the need

arises for extra prayers you may have.

Together we worship, together we pray,
together we love.

May |7®"— Cary Ralston; Doug, Josh & Zach Schrank; Andrea
Tack & Samantha Todd; and Pat Zuroske.

May 24" — Lori Abbott; Kyle Davison; James & Norene
Christiansen; and Gary & Ginny Hunt.




Sunday, May 17, 2026

Ushers: (8) Karl Okeson, Randy Teske (10) Jim Burnett, Dick
Nelson
Ambassadors: (8) Carol Johnson, Deb Okeson (10) Terry &

Pam Hodges

Lector: (8) Randy Teske (10) Violet Peterson

Lay Assistant: (8) Bob Fanello (10) Violet Peterson
Praise Singer: Becky Toro

Sunday, May 24, 2026

Ushers: (8) Wendy Barton, Jack Phillips (10) Scott Dabson,
Marge Rakoczy

Ambassadors: (8) Gwyn Brechtel, Andrea Tack (10) Rivera
Family

Lector: (8) Andrea Tack (10) Allen Neumann

Lay Assistant: (8) David DeNale (10) Allen Neumann

Praise Singers: Chuck & Lynn Valentine

May is Mental Health Month and in recog-
nition of this time, there will be a worship
service. Sunday, May 31, is a 5* Sunday
and we will meet to worship together at 10
AM. Pastor Rachel has been planning this spe-
cial service with the Mental Health ministry
committee for this Sunday. Invite a friend to
come along!

The Christian Ed/Youth Comm. would like to know if we have
enough interest in a VBS program this summer. In the past,
we had the children and grandchildren of members attend. If we
don’t have enough kids on our own, we may join with another
local church. Please contact either Barb Milton, 815-298-0046,
or the church office, 815-399-5013 if you are interested.

Sunday, May 24th is Pentecost Sunday. Don’t forget to
wear your RED!

A summer Those Who Serve schedule is being compiled for
the months of July through September. If you are a volunteer
who serves and will be gone for vacation during that time,
please contact the church office to let Lynn know when you will
be unavailable. Thank you!

On April 30", our sister in Christ, Kathy Mund, had open
heart surgery at Loyola — we’re are asking for help to form a
Meal Train for one mid-day meal a day for Glen McDonald
while she is recovering in the hospital and during rehabilitation.
Doctors are saying two weeks, but it may be longer. Glen is a
Diabetic — so diabetic friendly food would be great. Sign-up in
the narthex.

Alpine Serving Others: Alpine’s In-Reach Committee contin-
ues the section on our bulletin board case called Alpine Serving
Others. They would like to post pictures of members serving in
our community outside of Alpine. Do you volunteer some-
where?! Please contact a member of the In-Reach and they
would be glad to meet you where you volunteer and take a
photo to post on our board. (Richard Nelson/ Pam Hemenway)

2026 Altar Flower and Eternal Candle charts are up and
ready for your dedications. Remember loved ones passed or
celebrate a special event. Each sponsorship helps to defray the
cost of our flowers every year and we thank everyone for con-
tributing to this ministry. (Altar Guild)

Property request: We are looking for a push mower to use
to mow the culverts and hard to reach areas of the property. If
you have one you are considering getting rid of or know of one,
please contact Dave DeNale or Lynn in the office.

Spring Cleaning? Think Thrift Store! As you freshen up
your home this spring, why not make a difference, too? Your
gently used clothing, furniture and household items can find new
life through Thrift Store—and every donation supports the
life-changing work of Rockford Rescue Mission.

Our “Snow Birds” are making their return flights to the Mid-
west. If you receive your Summit via mail, please notify Lynn, in
the office, when you have returned and she will put you back on
the mailing list. We pray you all have a safe return!

Music Director Search Update: We continue our search
for a new music director for Alpine’s music ministry. We have
had some interest and are hopeful God will provide us with the
one we are looking for soon. We thank the musicians who have
and continue to play for our worship services when available.

Fellowship is a very important part of every congrega-
tion. We all enjoy conversing after church especially with cof-
fee and a treat. We need people to provide those treats. You
do not need to be a master baker. Purchased treats are just as
good. We also need juice to be served along with the coffee.
Then all you need to do is man the table. It is very simple. (Help
with clean-up is also appreciated.) A sign-up sheet is available by
the coffee.

*The Council has voted to keep our outside doors
locked during the week days. Please ring the RING
doorbell on the righthand side of the door and someone
will be with you as soon as possible.
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Join us for Children’s Church! The children leave the 10
AM service at the beginning of the worship service after the
opening song to allow for more time for learning. Seasonal
grab bags will be available for pick-up.
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Apine  Luthenan Clinct: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

5001 Forest View Ave. Rockford, IL 61108
alpinelutheran@comcast.net
www.alpinelutheran.com

Sun. Worship Times
8:00 & 10:00 AM

See what Alpine has to
offer you on the Web!
alpinelutheran.com

Our mission statement: Called by Christ, our mission is to share God’s love.

e MOSAIC

Real life. Real possibilities.

Community Highlight: Mosaic

Mosaic serves nearly 5,000 people in 12 states. Services are tailored to meet individual needs and
goals, allowing people to be as independent as possible. Services are designed for people with disabili-
ties, mental and behavioral health needs and autism, as well as aging adults.

Mosaic recognizes that people with intellectual disabilities desire and deserve greater independence
and closer ties to the community. By developing and expanding community connections, we create
new social, volunteer and employment opportunities.

Mosaic empowers people in their unique pursuit of happiness. Providing truly personalized services,
we help people achieve their goals and dreams.

Mosaic stands alongside people with intellectual disabilities to bring awareness to issues that affect
their lives. We actively advocate for disability rights, encourage self-advocacy and promote public
policy that positively impacts the people we serve.

The official launch of this year’s “Hope Beyond Measure Campaign” is Tuesday, September Ist. For
more details, please visit hopebeyondmeasure.org.



