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From the Pastor’s desk: 

Alpine friends and community, 
Grace and peace to you from God our Creator and Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
We had a wonderful Christmas season together! Christmas and the holiday season can be a diffi-
cult and joyous time. I pray that you all felt the hope and comfort that comes from God. We had 
two worship services that were both well attended. It was a joy to celebrate Christ’s birth with 
you and meet new faces that I have not met yet. Thank you for your presence! 
 
We have entered the new year and I cannot wait to see where God leads us and guides us. We 
are starting our year off with a conversation with Pastor Josh Ebner from the Northern Illinois 
Synod. My hope is that this initial conversation with Pastor Josh will help us understand where we 
are as a congregation, what ministries we are active in, and where we would like to see us go in 
the months and years to come. I want this conversation to be just the beginning. There is new life 
here at Alpine. Any hopes or ideas or questions you have are welcome AND appreciated! We are 
walking this faith journey together and God is guiding us all. 
 
I am excited to start participating in confirmation classes. Confirmation is a collaborative class with 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church. This confirmation class consists of five Alpine youth members. I am 
hopeful for the growth and relationships that our youth will develop over the course of the confir-
mation class. Working collaboratively with Our Saviors allows our youth to connect with other 
youth in the larger Rockford Community. It opens the doors for our youth to have deeper conver-
sation and gain insight and experience that is formative and educational. Not only are we working 
collaboratively with Our Saviors for confirmation, but we are exploring the possibilities of working 
together on service trips for all of the youth. There are two exciting trips that are currently being 
planned and Alpine’s youth are invited! There is an overnight trip to Lutherdale Bible Camp for a 
Confirmation retreat scheduled for March 20-21st. In July, from the 12-15th, there is a service trip 
for middle school and high schoolers being planned. This service trip will be in Madison, WI 
through an organization called “Serve Boldly”. If you would like more information on either of 
these trips for your youth, please reach out to me! I am overjoyed at these collaborative experi-
ences that we get to provide for our youth.  
 
Blessings to you all! God is working through us here at Alpine and beyond and we are ready to go 
where we are being called! Amen.  
 
Respectfully, Pastor Rachel 



 
 
 
Pray for Alpine members:  
 

Wendy Barton, Tim & DiAnne Beynon, Diane Billert, Mike Bukowski, Beverly Clayton, Kathy Cordon-
nier, Rolly Greenland, Pam Hodges, Glen McDonald, Valerie Miller, JR Stropes, and Pat Turmo. 
 
Pray for our friends and family of Alpine:  
 

Sally Atkinson, Brynn Ballard, Kim Braun, Daniel Hendrickson, Sandy Jackson, Darlene Johnson, Bill 
LeGault, Rosalind Lykken, Danny Moorhouse, Michael Moorhouse, Peggy Moorhouse, Rev. Willard Ol-
son, Bob Schult, Derek Sisson, Bob Swenson, Don Tennant, Ali Younglove, and all those in Ukraine & 
Israel-Gaza. 

 

Worship Schedule :  

· Sunday Worship:  
 8:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:00 AM Praise Worship& Children’s Church/ 
 YouTube-Facebook Live 
· Children’s Church will meet at the 10 AM worship dur-

ing the service, seasonal Grab & Go packets will continue 
to be available for pick-up.  

· Adult Forums will be on various Sundays. Please watch 
your Summit for announcements of dates. 

· Rejoicing Spirits: Every 1st (in person) & 3rd (Zoom) 
Thursday, 6:00 PM This service is for those with develop-
mental disabilities, their families, caregivers, and others. 

· Tuesday Bible Breakfast: 8:00 AM Tuesdays, Sunrise 
Restaurant 

 
 
 
Pastoral Needs: Pastor Rachel will be off on Mondays and in 
the office Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. She will also be 
available by appointment on Fridays. All other times, please 
contact the office, 815-399-5013. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Praying weekly for Alpine's membership has had a very 
positive effect on our church! We have had many positive and 
thankful responses from those we have been praying for. The 
benefits are so great that we have decided to make this an on-
going part of Alpine's church life. Some comments we've re-
ceived are "power of prayer - it works!", "just what we need-
ed", and loads of thanks! Even though we are praying for a few 
families each week, please call the office whenever the need 
arises for extra prayers you may have.  
 

Together we worship, together we pray,  
together we love.  

 

Jan. 18th — Sara & Nico Nowak; Paul Stenberg; Chuck & Lynn 
Valentine; and Mike Alyssa Kreigbaum, Chase & Camden Valen-
tine. 
 
Jan. 25th — Bob & Violet Peterson; Shirley Schou; Ardy Ste-
vens; Dick & Joyce Veit; and Karl & Deb Okeson. 

 

BY THE NUMBERS (*January’s numbers will be in the next Summit) 
 

12/24/25  72 + 35             107 Online Views  17 
  12/21/25 22 +47  69  12/28/25  One Service  54 
        Online Views   10        Online Views            12 
 

Required total receipts weekly……...$8,279.29 
 

            Gen Fund 12/7/25   $3,61600  Gen Fund 12/14/25       $3,738.01 
           Forward in Faith             $1,340.00  Forward in Faith                 $810.00 
            Surplus/Deficit                 -$2,563.29  Surplus/Deficit                -$1,815.28 
 

                 Festival……….$1,236            53rd/54th……$1,165         Unexp. Blessings…….$245 

 

All in the Family 
 

Birthday thanks came in from Diane Billert. Our love and sympathies go out to Lynn Valentine and the Dundas fam-
ily. Former member, Dionne Dundas died December 26th. A service was held in Arkansas 1/10/26 and one in Rockford 
in the spring.  Lisa Slothower wishes to thank everyone for the love, prayers, and support following Roger’s death. The 
Tengren Family sends their thanks for touching service for Jeanne. David & Diane McCue and family expressed their 

continued thanks for the way Alpine is keeping John’s memory alive. 



 
 
 
 
 
2026 Altar Flower and Eternal Candle charts are up and 
ready for your dedications. Remember loved ones passed or 
celebrate a special event. Each sponsorship helps to defray the 
cost of our flowers every year and we thank everyone for con-
tributing to this ministry. (Altar Guild) 
 
We continue collecting 2026 Pledge cards. You may place 
them in the offering plate, mail them, or drop them by the 
church office. Please make sure to put your name and envelope 
number on the cards and keep the end that reads “Keep this 
portion for your records”. Prayerfully consider your giving to 
Alpine. We thank you for your support of Alpine and its minis-
tries. (Finance & Stewardship Committee) 
 
Fellowship is a very important part of every congrega-
tion. We all enjoy conversing after church especially with cof-
fee and a treat. We need people to provide those treats. You 
do not need to be a master baker. Purchased treats are just as 
good. We also need juice to be served along with the coffee. 
Then all you need to do is man the table. It is very simple. (Help 
with clean-up is also appreciated.) A sign-up sheet is available by 
the coffee. 
 
2025 Giving Statements will be available to pick up from the 
counter in the coat room by January 18th. If you find any dis-
crepancies please contact Lynn in the office. The statements will 
remain on the counter through the Annual Meeting and then 
any remaining will be mailed out. If you would prefer, they can 
be emailed out. Please contact Lynn for an email copy. 
 
As we begin a new year, please prayerfully consider volunteer-
ing for a ministry at Alpine. It is becoming more and more diffi-
cult to complete our “Those Who Serve” schedule especially 
during our “snow-bird” months. If you are interested in the any 
of the areas of serving, please contact the church office and we 
will direct you to the person who heads up each volunteer posi-
tion. (Lynn Valentine) 
 
We have begun using a few songs from the hymnal “All Crea-
tion Sings” at both of our worship services. We have some 
copies available in memorial Lounge for your use. If you are 
interested in purchasing a copy, please contact the office. 
 

 

Calling all those who are musically inclined! Both of our 
choirs, the Chancel Choir and the Hand Bell Choir are in 
need of additional members. We especially need people during 
the winter months when a portion of our choirs “fly south.” 
Please see Richard Popp or just come to our rehearsals. Both 
choirs meet on Tuesday evenings, Hand Bell Choir meets at 6 
PM and Chancel Choir meets at 7:15 PM. (Richard Popp) 

 
 
The Staff of Alpine Lutheran Church wishes to thank all 
who contributed to the “Christmas Blessing” they received. 
 
It is important that you receive our emails or notices on Fa-
cebook to know the most up to date information for Alpine 
Lutheran. If you would like to add your email to our list please 
notify Lynn in the office. You may find us on Facebook by 
searching Alpine Lutheran Church of Rockford. Like the page 
and then turn on notifications for new posts. 
 
Committee Chairpersons: We need all annual reports to be 
sent to the office by the first week of February. It would be very 
helpful if all reports could be in electronic form and in Word 
format. This makes it easier for me to do any manipulation for 
printing. If you are unable to submit your report this way, I will 
understand. Thank you. (Lynn Valentine) 
 
Do you have life insurance, an annuity or a mutual fund invest-
ment with Thrivent Financial? You may be able to have 
Thrivent direct some of their profits to Alpine. Thrivent 
Choice Dollars are funds that eligible members of Thrivent 
are offered to direct to enrolled nonprofit organizations. 
Choice Dollars designated during 2026 can be directed until 
March 31st. Members can direct Choice Dollars online at 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling 800-847-4836. 
 
Many thanks to all who contributed to the collection for the 
Rock River Valley Food Pantry. 

 

            Children’s Church   
 

  Join us for Children’s Church!  The 
  children leave the 10 AM service at the 
  beginning of the worship service after the 
  opening song to allow for more time for 
  learning. Seasonal grab bags will be availa-
  ble for pick-up.  

 
Sunday, January 18, 2026 
 
Ushers: (8) Wendy Barton, Andrea Tack (10) John Gustafson, 
Mari Hanson 
Ambassadors: (8) Volunteers (10) DiAnne Beynon 
Lector: (8) Bob Fanello (10) Dick Nelson 
Lay Assistant: (8) Bob & Lori Fanello (10) Dick Nelson 
Praise Singer: Bob McVinnie 
 
 

 
Sunday, January 25, 2025 
 
Ushers: (8) Wendy Barton, Andrea Tack (10) John Gustafson, 
Mari Hanson 
Ambassadors: (8) Volunteers (10) DiAnne Beynon 
Lector: (8) Bob Fanello (10) Dick Nelson 
Lay Assistant: (8) Bob & Lori Fanello (10) Dick Nelson 
Praise Singer: Bob McVinnie 
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Ruthie’s Kitchen & Closet Collection: With a long history at Zion Lutheran, Ruthie’s Kitchen serves 
the people of the Mid-town area. Donations of supplies and money are always welcome. We have a col-
lection box in the front vestibule. Some of their needs are: new underwear; sweatpants and hoodies; 
socks, shoes and boots; soaps and deodorant; and other hygiene items. 
 
Community Highlight: Bridges to Prosperity Northern Illinois  
The mission of Bridges to Prosperity Northern Illinois is: “To coordinate a collaborative and comprehen-
sive approach to poverty reduction to transform lives and help families thrive.” They serve a five-county 
area including Boone, Dekalb, Ogle, Stephenson and Winnebago counties. At Bridges to Prosperity 
Northern Illinois, their Getting Ahead classes empower under-resourced community members to build 
lasting resources and life stability. When you invest in their work, you’re not just funding services, you’re 
fueling hope, transformation, and the possibility of a better future for families struggling to make ends 
meet. To make a donation to their efforts, please visit bridgesnorthernil.com/donate. 
 

Called by Christ, our mission is to share God’s love. 

Official Notice: 
  
The congregation of Alpine Lutheran Church is 
hereby convened for its annual meeting to take 
place on Sunday, March 1, 2026 at 11:30 AM. 
The meeting will include reports and election of  
members to the church council. 


